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Give In

By Rabbi David Ashear


During these days of Sefirat HaOmer, we are supposed to be working on our relationships with people, improving the way that we treat others.דרך ארץ קדמה לתורה -respecting others is a prerequisite for receiving the Torah. Hashem wants us to love and respect even those who have harmed us in the past. 


The Pasuk says in Kedoshim:לא תקום ולא תטור-  -one is not allowed to take revenge or even bear a grudge, rather-ואהבת לרעך כמוך  love our neighbor as we do ourselves.


The Torah demands a lot from us, it's telling us to love the people that we would naturally have a desire to take revenge against. How is this possible? The Pasuk ends, אני ה', because everything that happens to us is really from Hashem. It's not the people, they're just messengers. And if a person was harmed, it's the best thing which could have happened to him, totally orchestrated by Hashem.


The more Emunah we have, the easier it becomes to love people. A man with Emunah is never jealous, he doesn't harbor negative feelings towards people who hurt him, and he's very easy to forgive. If somebody internalizes the fact that Hashem is watching, and He appreciates so much the sacrifices that we make for peace, he'll be running to make Shalom. The Chazon Ish is quoted as saying, נער הייתי וגם זקנתי  -in his entire life, he never saw somebody lose out by giving in. The Chafetz Chaim said that giving in and overcoming our natural inclinations brings much blessing.


I heard a Mashal quoted from the Chofetz Chaim about two brothers arguing over who gets the last piece of cake. Their father was outside the door listening to the argument, and it caused him so much pain to see his children arguing. Then one child said to the other, "I don't want to fight, you can have the cake, I hope you enjoy it." 


Those words brought so much satisfaction to the father. When he came in, he went over to that child and hugged him.  He said, "What you just did was so beautiful, come with me now. I'm taking you to the store to buy you an entire cake." The same is true with us and Hashem. When two Jews are fighting, it causes so much anguish(כביכול) to the Shechina. And when one person gives in and makes peace, Hashem is so proud and eager to repay that person for his great deed.
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Somebody told me a story which took place this past month of parents who had their child enrolled in a playgroup.  One day they came to the woman who runs it and said, for whatever reason, they're taking their daughter out of the group and they're not paying for the rest of the year.


The woman was obviously very upset; she only allowed a certain number of children in the group assuming that all the tuition is going to be paid out until the end of the year. She didn't want to argue at the time, so she decided to wait until her husband gets home that night to discuss with him what to do.


The very same night, on his way home from work, her husband was listening to a Torah lecture in the car and the Rabbi giving the lecture gave this parable from the Chofetz Chaim about the children arguing over the cake, and the one giving in not losing out. When he came home, he told it over to his wife at the dinner table before she even got a chance to tell him what happened that day. After she heard it, she said, "You just solved my dilemma." 

And she proceeded to tell him what happened that day without mentioning any names. She was so thankful for those words; she said it's exactly what she needed to hear. She felt very good about giving in and forgiving.


The next day, she received a call from a lady who said that she gave birth recently and was having a hard time taking care of the baby and her three year old daughter at home and she was wondering if there's any room in this playgroup to send her daughter there. The woman said it was so amazing. First Hashem gave her the exact Chizuk she needed to be given, and then she saw the blessing come immediately after.


We don't always see the results right away, but we know Hashem is watching everything we do. And He appreciates so much when we give in and bend ourselves for the sake of peace. He loves seeing His children getting along and He is sure to repay everyone for their efforts. Sometimes it's very hard but לפום צערא אגרא -the greater the effort involved, the greater the reward will be.

Reprinted from the May 17, 2017 email of Daily Emunah.
Happiness Really

Makes a Difference

By Rabbi Moshe Meir Weiss
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Every festival has its unique brand of greeting.  Before Pesach, we wish one another, “Chag kosher v’same-ach.”  On Chanukah, we say a, “Freilichen Chanukah.”  For Shabbos, Ashkenazim say, “Gutten Shabbos” while Sephardim say “Shabbat Shalom.”  On Shavuos, it is traditional to wish one another that they should be “M’kabel the Torah b’ahavah – that they should merit accepting the Torah anew with love.”  Now that Shavuos is approaching, I’d like to note the emphasis on the words ‘with love.’


Fulfilling and adhering to the Torah with love is a vital component of Jewish observance.  In the tochecha in Parshas Ki Savo (the ominous warnings of dreadful punishment if we misbehave), the Torah tells us that terrible things will, G-d forbid, befall the Jewish people, “Tachas asher lo avadata es Hashem Elokecha b’simcha u’v’tov leiv – Because we didn’t serve Hashem with joy and gladness of heart.”  


The Aleinu Leshabeiach wondered why horrific punishment results from the lack of joyful observance.  While it is understandable that a happy performance means that it is done passionately and more meaningfully, why should the absence of feeling result in the dreadful suffering and death discussed in the tochecha?


He answers profoundly that the element of joy is vital to the continuity of the Jewish People.  He elaborates that when parents and educators do the mitzvahs and study the Torah with enthusiasm and delight, it is infectious.  On the other hand, when they do it with a krechtz, with a groan, the children feel that it is a burden to their parents and are not as ready to perpetuate their parents’ religious observances.


Rav Moshe Feinstein Zt”l, Zy”a, relates that two families living during the Great Depression, both succeeded with profound mesiras nefesh, self- sacrifice, in keeping the Shabbos although it entailed mighty hardships.  Surprisingly, one family had success in raising all of their children to be shomer Torah u’mitzvos,  G-d fearing Jews, while the other family’s children sadly went astray.


Rav Moshe explained what the difference was.  The family that had hatzlacha, success used to rejoice and celebrate every time they overcame an obstacle in the way of their religiosity.  The other family, although they were just as scrupulous, used to groan and complain at how hard the Jewish way was, and how difficult it was to be Jewish in the American society. 


This constant bitterness rubs off on the children and subliminally, after a while, caused and erosion of their Jewish dedication.  Rav Moshe would often say that one should avoid such statements as “Iz shver tzu sein a Yid – It’s hard to be a Jew.”  Rather one should say with delight, “Iz glicklich tzu sein a Yid – How fortunate we are to be Jewish.”


This very fundamental theme is applicable today in many areas of contemporary Jewish life.  If father is always complaining about how long the Shabbos morning davening is or how tiresome and drawn out the Rabbi’s drasha is, this tends to take a toll on the neshamos, the souls, of our youth.  I remember when I was growing up, how many people would go to hear a chazzan daven.


From many shuls, people would converge to hear the great chazzan Koussevitzky bentch Rosh Chodesh.  While there are those who cynically say that davening is not the time to hear a concert (albeit many were spiritually moved by his profound melodies), it was definitely healthy that people were excited and happy to go to shul, not anxious and rushed to leave.


In Pirkei Avos we are taught, “Al taas tefiloshcha keva – Do not make your prayer a mere routine.”  Rather, believe that our talking to Hashem really can help and really make a difference.  Elsewhere we learn another component.  “Al taas tefiloscha k’masui – Let not your prayers be like a burden.”  This extra warning is the theme we are discussing.  We want to avoid at all costs our children feeling that davening or going to shul is a burden and a hardship.  That is the worst kind of chinuch possible.


Similarly, if we are listening to a shiur, a Torah lecture, and our children note that we are constantly looking at the clock or fretfully checking the wristwatch, this sends a very dangerous message.  Mommy cannot afford to complain about cleaning and preparing for Shabbos; she cannot express her frustration at the daunting task of getting ready for Pesach.  


Daddy should not moan about putting up the sukkah or the difficulty about finding haddasim m’shulashim, kosher myrtle branches, for the celebration.  For, if we succumb to these very human tendencies we are failing in our parental duty to infect our children with the proper enthusiasm for avodas Hashem.


The Torah’s mantra is “Ivdu es Hashem b’simcha – Serve Hashem with joy!”  When our children see that we don’t hesitate to take money out of our wallet for the poor, when they notice that with alacrity we write out a check to a needy cause, they will observe that we rejoice in the opportunity, not only to do kindness but to build for ourselves a portfolio for the Afterlife which is what the investment of tzedaka really is.  


In today’s day and age, when there are so many fun things to do, we American Jews, have many more non-Torah distractions than did our ancestors.  It is easy to fall into the mistake that our spiritual duties are burdensome and cheat us from more fun-filled pursuits.


May it be the will of Hashem that we merit serving Hashem and learning His Torah with joy and happiness and in that zechus may we be granted by Hashem long life and good health to raise many generations of children who will serve Hashem with true Torah delight until the coming of Moshiach speedily and in our days.

Please learn and daven for the refuah sheleima of Miriam Liba bas Devorah, b’soch shaar cholei Yisroel

Reprinted from the May 23, 2017 website of Matzav.com

Faith & Trust

Why Can’t I Be 

A Jew at Heart?

What Do Torah and Mitzvoth Add to My Life?

By Meital Boaron


“Faith is on the inside, I don’t need to do mitzvoth for G-d to love me or to be considered a better person.” That’s what I thought for many years. I knew there was a Creator and I believed in His existence, but today I realize I didn’t really know Him at all. It’s true; faith is mainly on the inside, literally. But love naturally needs to be expressed and how will I express that love if not through doing the mitzvoth that He loves so much?

Realizing that I Didn’t know Him at All


When I decided to get closer to G-d I realized I didn’t know Him at all. That He loves us unconditionally and that He’s our Father who loves His children with immeasurable love is all true and it’s really hard to use words to describe it. But as every loving parent it’s important to Him that we follow the best path for us; the path which will help us actualize all our strengths and abilities embedded in us. When we use our G-d given talents we will reach the maximum level of self-actualization.


This can only happen if we listen to the One who created the most complex machine in the world called the body and soul of man. Only the One who created us knows the way to get maximum benefit from the gifts He gave us. To get to this benefit G-d gave us a ‘user’s manual’ a rule book that tells us how to live. And the more we function according to its instructions the further we will grow, reaching realms we never dreamed of.


Some people don’t believe the World to Come exists or they doubt its existence. So they want to take advantage of this world to the max and enjoy everything it has to offer, for ‘life is short and each day will never return’. 


I know; I was there! I lived in the daily pursuit of physical and material pleasures, chasing after fulfilling my desires, looking for satisfaction always never to feel like I missed out on something. The more I did the emptier I felt. I always felt that people who observe Torah and Mitzvoth were unfortunate. I felt like they voluntarily entered jail and restricted themselves so much to the point they don’t enjoy the life that’s quickly passing by. That’s what I once believed. Today I realize I was the one in jail! I was a slave of my desires and just now that I live in the Torah’s framework of holiness I’m freer than ever!

Let’s assume for a moment there is no World to Come and only this world exists. So how would I enjoy myself more as someone religious or secular? As someone who lived in both worlds I can confidently say that that a Torah life is far more satisfying! When I lived a secular non-religious life I never felt the internal happiness I feel when my soul inside me is happy. So even from the viewpoint that there is no next world I would still choose a Torah life to make my life in this world happier and full of light. 
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When not religious I always chased after fulfilling material desires in a never ending cycle; for the more you satisfy a desire the more it wants. So a Torah life gives me inner happiness even if there wouldn’t be another world. Add to this that in reality there is a next world so you profit twice! You live a fine life full of inner happiness and then you have the next world to reap the rewards.


If you really know that G-d created you, gives you life every moment and endless gifts on a daily basis and is your Father who wants only to give you good, so how can you be ungrateful to Him and not do something for Him? How can you admit He exists but still cast aspersion on the truths of the Torah? 


How can you ask G-d ‘give , give’ and not give anything in return saying ‘it’s too difficult for me’? Someone who lives according to the Torah finds his life fall into place with amazing orderliness. Everyone has tests; if not why did we come to this world? We came to make things better to fix things. And how can we fix anything if we didn’t get tools to fix them? The tests themselves are the way and the test itself brings the tools with it to repair what is wrong to help us reach our life’s true purpose. 
The Sender of the Test


The Sender of the test also sent tools to help deal with it we only need to take those tools and use them. When a person change the way he sees things those things he sees also change. Keeping Mitzvoth seems a daunting and impossible task. Every new mitzvah I accepted was preceded by great fear and misgivings and a little voice whispering to me ‘this is not for you, it’s too hard…etc.’; but if G-d made me and He said I can do it, so He knows I can.


Can’t I be non-religious and be a good person? Of course you could! As someone non-religious I never felt I was a bad person. I had a great big heart and I loved to give and help others to be kind to all of creation and to myself. But the Torah definitely made me into a better person, because I’m using G-d’s instruction manual and I’m getting the maximum benefit the Creator put into creation by following His instructions. The Torah brings out the best qualities inside you. It tells us what’s really right or wrong. Even things we think are right and the best for us, if we follow the Torah we’ll find that it still knows better what is really good for us.
Teaches Us to Control Our Desires and Delay Gratification


The Torah teaches us to control our desires and delay gratification. To control your desires so they don’t control you. Am I any better than anyone else? No. I’m not better than a secular non-religious person or anyone else for that matter. I’m just someone who discovered in midlife that I lived my life with the falsehood society accustomed me to and after many long years found the sweet truth that totally turned my life around improving it to the point beyond recognition. 


I discovered I was a princess, a daughter of the King who rules the whole universe, is totally good and benevolent and always giving. So if I have an opportunity to pay Him back in some small way, how can I refuse? They say a clock is the scariest instrument; it shows that another hour passed and will never return! I would once fill this hour with pleasures of this world which only emptied me out. Today I fill that hour with provisions to take with me to eternity.


No one forced me to choose this path of the Torah. I chose mitzvoth and newly and happily re-choose them every day! For I know what it was to live without them. I recall how before any resolution accepting a new mitzvah I was fearful and after doing them I would become full of great indescribable light. And the rewards are endless! I am awed by the rare merit I had to be chosen from amongst billions of people who weren’t chosen for this. My life of Torah is a life of true happiness and until you try it you won’t understand.


Thank You my Father for the great merit of enabling me to do Your will. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to fulfill my love for You, the greatest love in the world.

Reprinted from the Parshat Behar-Bechukosai 5777 email of Hidabrut.
'Bolivian Schindler' Saved Some 9,000 Lives During Holocaust, Papers Show

By Carmen M. Llona 
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Mauricio Hochschild  (Archivo Histórico de la Corporación Minera de Bolivia ) 


Out of dusty old documents found in a La Paz, Bolivia warehouse has come out the extraordinary story of Mauricio Hochschild, a German immigrant and mining tycoon who helped thousands of Jews escape from the Nazis in the late 30s.


Hailed by the local media as the “Bolivian Schindler,” Hochschild left behind a trove of files and photographs that document his leading role in saving at least 9,000 lives. In many cases he paid for their travel and initial accommodations out of his own pocket.


The discovery is all the more surprising because in his time Hochschild was vilified as a ruthless tycoon.


Moritz, or Mauricio, Hochschild in 1920. UNESCO has listed the Hochschild documents in its Memory of the World documentary preservation program. (Archivo Histórico de la Corporación Minera de Bolivia) 


 “These papers are going to change many things of the Bolivian history; the political ramifications are yet to come,” said Edgar Ramirez, the archive director of the Mining Corporation of Bolivia (Comibol). “Hochschild was the bad guy.”


Hochschild was born in Biblis, western Germany, in 1881 and moved to Bolivia in 1921 lured by his love of mountain climbing.



Mauricio Hochschild

A Jew himself, he amassed his fortune mostly through tin mining – he is one of Bolivia’s “Barons of Tin” – and became an influential figure in political circles. That’s how in 1938 he persuaded President German Busch to provide especial visas to Jewish migrants who were fleeing Europe amid escalating Nazism. He argued they could contribute to the country’s force labor, especially in the farming sector.


Ramirez said he believes Hochschild had high connections with the Resistance.


“I am convinced that Hochschild was part of the anti-fascist apparatus,” Ramirez told Fox News. “In order to do what he did he had to be a man linked to the resistance movements that were operating around the world.”


The documents show Hochschild also placed some of the newcomers in his mining firm and set up schools for the children in La Paz. One handwritten letter on behalf of the children asks Hochschild to expand their facility "in view of the number of children who are here and others who want to come."


Organizing and filing the Hochschild documents was a titanic task, Ramirez said, because they had been left exposed to the elements and in complete disarray. He said they were mixed up with garbage and all kinds of unrelated material.


After being moved at least twice throughout the decades, the giant pile of documents was found in a Comibol storage warehouse.
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Edgar Ramirez (right), the head of the archives in the Bolivian state mining company COMIBOL, with unearthed documents in El Alto, Bolivia. (Aizar Raldes/AFP)


“When we started rescuing the documentation, everything was mixed: mixed with titles and deeds, with cartons, with trash,” Ramirez recalled. “A selection was made, the material was classified and that is when the find takes place.”


He said the papers show Hochschild created two organizations directly related to the aid effort: the Society for the Protection of Israeli Immigrants (SOPRO), dedicated to obtaining funds for the Jewish families, and the Colonization Society of Bolivia (SOCOBO), which managed an agricultural project in Nor Yungas, where he bought three estates to receive the Jews.


“Was he a charitable man? I have a question mark there because Hochschild is considered the worst of the three ‘Barons of Tin’; they say he was short-tempered, he didn’t pay taxes, he exploited his workforce,” said Ramirez.


The other two mining magnates were Victor Aramayo and Simon Patiño. All three were responsible for over half of global tin production at the time.


Things changed quite drastically for the industry in the mid-40s, when the government enacted a law requiring more tax contribution from mining corporations. Hochschild refused to comply and ended up in prison. After his release in 1944, he left Bolivia for the United States and never returned.


He died in Paris in 1965, by then owner of a worldwide empire still thriving today.

Reprinted from the May 17, 2017 website of Fox News

First-Ever Alternative Graduation Ceremony for Shomer Shabbos Students at UMD


For the first time ever, the University of Maryland, College Park hosted an alternative graduation ceremony on Sunday (May 21) to accommodate 22 observant Jewish students who were unable to attend their Saturday graduation because it took place on the Shabbos.


While the main campus-wide ceremony was held on Sunday, 19 of 34 schools’ commencement ceremonies were held on Shabbos. When the graduation schedule was announced in March, Shabbos-observant Jewish students expressed significant disappointment at feeling their considerations were not taken into account.


In order to alleviate the situation, Rabbi Eli Backman, director of UMD Chabad, and Rabbi Ari Israel, director of Hillel, requested the administration hold an alternative ceremony on Sunday. The college was only too happy to assist.


And so, at 5pm on Sunday afternoon, the 22 graduating students marched into the atrium in the Stamp Student Union building to the sounds of “Pomp and Circumstance” as their proud families cheered them on.
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Rabbi Eli Backman speaking at the Alternative Graduation ceremony for Shomer Shbbos students at the Uinversity of Maryland.


Director of Hillel Rabbi Ari Israel delivered the opening remarks, urging the graduating class to give back. “We don’t live in a vacuum, rather we are part of society,” said Rabbi Israel. “People invested in us and gave us the tools we have, now each of you must seek out others to invest in.”


Mr. Paul Hamburger, a senior partner in the international law firm Proskauer Rose LLP and a member of Chabad on Campus international advisory board, delivered the commencement speech. He relayed an account he’d heard first-hand from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg about how, together with Justice Breyer, she had lobbied then-Chief Justice Rehnquist to postpone the 2003 opening court session so as not to conflict with Yom Kippur.


Hamburger concluded his remarks by saying, “This graduation ceremony is separate from and still a part of the University of Maryland graduation exercises. It is a testament to how you can find a balance between your Jewish identity and your integration into the world at large.”

Each student was called up by name and received their diploma from William Cohen, associate provost and dean for undergraduate studies, who represented the university.
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The 22 graduating Jewish Shomer Shabbos seniors at the University of Maryland at College Park.


Rabbi Eli Backman closed the ceremony by asking the students to draw lessons and strength from this event. “As you progress in life, remember how you clung steadfast to your Jewish principles, and you were able to graduate without compromising your beliefs. There will be moments ahead which challenge you, but remember that you can remain true to both your profession and your faith.”


For Rebecca Grossman, a religious student and senior electrical engineering major, the ceremony was not just about recognizing the graduates’ hard work toward their degrees. It was a recognition of the values and priorities of the students. She gave special thanks to the university for showing “their unwavering support and commitment to the success of the Jewish students on campus.”


Rebecca, who helped organize the event, said there was something very special about having  a celebration specifically with other observant students. “These are students I have been very close friends with for the last four years. I have taken classes with many of them. But more importantly, I have lived, eaten, learned, and observed Shabbat and holidays with them. The bond of the Jewish community at Maryland is incredibly strong and it was so special to stand next to these people as college graduates.”

Reprinted from the May 24, 2017 website of Matzav.com
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